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June 2, 2006

For Immediate Re lease:
ELZY NAMED AN OUTSTANDING GRADUATE ALUMNUS AT EIU
CHARLESTON - The Graduate School and the Graduate Alumni Advisory Board at
Eastern Illinois University recently honored Martin Elzy with a 2006 Outstanding Graduate
Alumni Award.
This award was established in 2005 to recognize professional and personal achievement
by an Eastern alumnus of a graduate program. Alumni are nominated by graduate programs, and
the selections are reviewed and chosen by the Graduate Alumni Advisory Board.
Elzy, a native of Sullivan, was nominated by the graduate program in history.
Having earned a bachelor's in education degree in 1968 and a master's degree in history
in 1969, Elzy credits Eastern's history department with his decision to pursue a career in the
study of American history. He earned his doctorate in American history from Miami University
in 1975, and it was during his research for his dissertation at the Harry S. Truman Library and
Museum that he first inquired about employment opportunities in presidential libraries.
Elzy taught one year at Franklin (Ohio) High School before joining the National Archives
and Records Administration in the summer of 1973. At the National Archives in Washington
D.C., he worked in the Office of Presidential Libraries, and had the opportunity to work in the
manuscript division of the Library of Congress on a training assignment with the NARA.
In 1974, Elzy accepted an archivist position at the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and
Museum in Austin, Texas. It was while working in Austin that he met his wife, Mary, and their
son, Joshua, was born.
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With the departure ofPresident Jimmy Carter from the White House in 1981, Elzy
moved to Atlanta, Ga., as one of the first three NARA employees to begin planning the Jimmy
Carter Library and Museum. When the library was dedicated in 1986, Elzy was named assistant
director. He held this position the remainder of his career.
In 2003, the Elzys retired to Austin.
While living in Georgia, Elzy was active in state history and archival organizations,
serving a term as president for both the Georgia Association of Historians and the Society of
Georgia Archivists. He also served as co-director of the Georgia Archives Institute for 15 years.
Throughout his career, Elzy has retained close ties with Eastern's history department and
has returned to campus to speak to students about his career. He has also hosted EIU Historical
Administration students at the Carter Library.
-30-

Photo: Martin Elzy, left, accepts his 2006 Outstanding Graduate Alumnus Award from James
Johnson, dean of Eastern Illinois University's College of Arts and Humanities.
Editor's Note: If you would like this press release e-mailed to you, please contact Vicki
Woodard at 217-581-7649, vwoodard@eiu.edu.

